
MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
SUBJECT : Sovist Air Defense Capabilities 


1. With respect to your inform*! query *t the 15 June 
NSC meetiag *• to our intelligence coverage of Soviet air 
defenses* the intelligence community has been paying close 
Mention to the considerable Soviet progress in this field. 

Our last national estimate devoted entirely to Bloc Air Defense 
Capabilities (ME 11-5*55) was completed in July 1955* and is 
scheduled for revision in early 1957. In addition our new 
NIJE on the Soviet Guided Missile Program, now scheduled for 
September, will cover air defense aspects. 

2. In the interim the best current summary of estimated 
Soviet air dsfeaae capabilities is in draft N1E 11-4-56 on Soviet 
ii^g *!*^*^* »«d Courses of Action Through 1941 which has 
been cleared at the staff level but lute not yet received IAC ap- 
proval. For your convenience 1 am attaching the appropriate 
extract from this draft NIK. 


A BEEN W. DULLES 
Director 

afted 29 Jane 1956) 
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f2B. Ai r Defense C apabilities. The Soviet leaders probably 
belie - e that the defease of the USSR against natl«ur attack would 
depend in large aMiort upon eht success of an initial Soviet assault 
on Western retaliatory capability. • But the USSR hat large air 
defense forces whose task would h* fee redoes Ike eifactivenaea of 
e ousts r attack by kr esters forces erfhicb escaped destruction in tk* 
initial Soviet attacks. The air defense system of the USSR provides 
for the employment of the i, 3)8 aircraft in the Soviet A .iation oi 
A*r Defease eed for ike potential on ploy meat of the romamiaf 7, S00 
.Soviet sr>4 Satellite aircraft, b addition, tke Chinese Common! sta 
and North Koreans have about 1, 7$® fighters which could make some 
contribution te the defease of tke Soviet Far East. We believe that 
the air defense role of the fighters of Tactical and Naval Aviation 
would be given priority t» tke early stages of a general war. k e 
»i tio^ate that Soviet P VC and field farces new possess a total e£ 
e er 17, O0O antiaircraft artillery pieces, sad tkat significant 
developments in both high sad lew altitude weapons ba--e bean made 
over the last several years. Tke USSR still relies heavily upon 
radar-directed antiaircraft artillery, bet guided missiles are now 
being added to tke air defeases of Moscow ami probably to ether areas 
of soy strategic importance lathe USSU. By tke end! of the period, 
we estimate that eorface-to-air missiles will ka%e largely replaced 
heavy antiaircraft artillery in tka static defease of the more important 
strategic targota. Even earlier, tka air-to-air missile will probably 
have enhanced the capabilities of fighter defease forces. 

11 % We estimate that Soviet air dafeaao capabilities in 
areas of dense air defense concentration (European USSR, Eastern 
r nr ope. and the Maritime-Sooth Manchuria area of the Far East) 
are as Indie seed below. Capabilities in other areas are probably 
considerably leas. 


The representative for the Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence, 
D epar tment of the Army, reserves his position on this sentence, 
relieving tkat defense would depend primarily upon Soviet air 
defense capabilities themselves, and also in part upon the threat 
of Soviet nuclear retaliation. 
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•* Ae**”** .fo«* bere h s i-we » » 5, 0 00 m»<| js$, QQg feet 

igj**/**! 1 ** » ■* ^«~bil"U(V* the $»T©t air"~ 
defense system is capable ©i Inflicting 8tv«r« losses sm 
high-speed jot son-.hsr*. At higher tkU«if«f this cape- 
yiity would begin t© diminish, ami shave 45, 000 feat would 
All off marlsdly, do* to prebUmt of target Jeteetion, 
last* of AAA and a ur faee " to-atr art soil* elfec tiveacas, 
aud reduced CCI ct^abiUMti. These capabilities would, 
howsver* greatly lacrosse under ctrtais condition*. 
r ° r **a«*ple, tfa© presence of visible coetrsils would 
enhance. interceptor capabilities. Against bomb© rs 
penetrating peripheral area* at high speed aad minimal 
altitude the effect 1 venes# of the defease would he very low, 

fe * Af** a> * saulttple-p rung yeast rattens atil ialag 

♦fyh lsg, diver steaary t actics, aad el e ctr o nic 
ceu ater measures , we believe the Soviet' air "defeose system, 
i* subject te disruption Mad saturation, which would pro- 
gressively reduce its effectiveness. 


c * Aj^alest air attache ceedactsd wader poor visibility 

conditi ons, we heheve the Soviet air defease •ysSenTTs*m"* , ~’ 
preset capable at effacing ssdg limited resists*. *. ewieg 
t« th« inadequacy of equipment and training for aU*w«ash«r 
operations, the apld i»t ? ©dec t. tea of aU« weather fighters 
mi© operational suits and the advent of surfs c a- to -air 
ml«*>ts« la, hews »*r, g* lag the USSH u lav • #aai»g capa- 
bility is this field. 

US. Anris* the parted el ItOa estimate, Soviet air defense 
cqptettitis* w4H shnest certainly he substantially Increased, dee 

f© greater operational experience and the introduction into the 
defensive forces of additional supersonic and all-weather fighters, 
new fighter types, improved sarty yarning and CCI equipment, 
electronic countermeasures, additional guided missiles aad improved 
missile types. Despite these improvements, however, we estimate 
that Soviet air defenses will still he vulnerable to exploitation by 
penetration forces. 


rap crai^ 
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